In qual parte del ciel, in quale idea

Prima parte

Adrian Willaert (¢.1490-1562)

Musica Nova (Gardano press, Ferrara, 1559)

Petrarca, Canzoniere CLXI (159)
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In qual parte del ciel, in quale idea From what part of the heavens, from what idea
era l'exempio, onde Natura tolse came the example, from which Nature took
quel bel viso leggiadro, in ch'ella volse that beautiful joyful face, in which she chose
mostrar qua giu quanto lassu potea? to show down here what power she has above?
Qual nimpha in fonti, in selve mai qual dea, What nymph of the fountain, what goddess of the wood
chiome d'oro si fino a 1'aura sciolse? loosed hair of such fine gold on the breeze?
quando un cor tante in sé vertuti accolse? How did a heart gather so much virtue to itself,
benché la somma & di mia morte rea. though the sum of it is guilty of my death?
Petrarca, Canzoniere 159 A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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